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SERMON. 


NEHEMIAH  vi,  3. 

AND  I  SENT  MESSENGERS  UNTO  THEM,  SAYING,  I  AM  DOING  A  GREAT 
WORK;  SO  THAT  I  CANNOT  COME  DOWN.  WHY  SHOULD  THE  WORK 
CEASE,  WHILE  I  LEAVE  IT,  AND  COME  DOWN  TO  YOU? 

While  Nehemiah  was  residing  at  the  Persian  court, 
at  a  distance  from  the  land  of  his  fathers,  he  was 
deeply  affected,  by  the  accounts  which  he  received  of 
the  desolations  of  Jerusalem.  As  he  was  ministering 
in  his  office,  the  King  observed  his  dejection,  and  in- 
quired the  cause.  "Why  should  not  my  countenance 
be  sad,"  he  replied,  "when  the  city,  the  place  of  my 
fathers'  sepulchres  lieth  waste,  and  the  gates  thereof 
are  consumed  with  fire?"  Having  fasted,  and  prayed  to 
the  God  of  Israel,  he  found  favor  with  the  King,  and 
received  from  him  a  commission,  to  go  to  Jerusalem, 
and  rebuild  its  walls.  But  when  Sanballat  and  Tobias, 
and  other  enemies  of  Judah  heard  of  it;  "it  grieved 
them  exceedingly,  that  there  was  come  a  man,  to  seek 
the  welfare  of  the  children  of  Israel."  They  en- 
deavored to  divert  him  from  his  purpose,  sometimes 
by  threats,  and  sometimes  by  expressions  of  contempt 


and  derision.  They  said,  "If  a  fox  go  up,  he  will  even 
break  down  their  wall."  Nehemiah  answered  them, 
"The  God  of  heaven,  he  will  prosper  us.  But  ye 
have  no  portion,  nor  right,  nor  memorial  in  Jerusa- 
lem." 

When  they  found,  that  notwithstanding  their  oppo- 
sition, the  work  was  still  going  forward,  they  assumed 
a  more  conciliatory  tone.  They  sent  to  Nehemiah, 
saying,  "Come  let  us  meet  together;  let  us  take  coun- 
sel together."  But  he  sent  to  them,  saying,  "I  am 
doing  a  great  work,  so  that  I  cannot  come  down.  Why 
should  the  work  cease,  while  I  leave  it,  and  come 
down  to  you?" 

The  friends  of  missions,  like  Nehemiah,  are  engag- 
ed in  a  cause  which  they  assuredly  believe  the  God  of 
heaven  will  prosper.  They  hope  they  are  perform- 
ing some  humble  part,  in  the  great  scheme  of  meas- 
ures for  repairing  the  desolations,  not  of  a  temple  or 
a  city,  but  of  a  world.  They  are  not  attempting  to 
lay  again,  the  foundations  of  the  earthly  Jerusalem; 
but  from  the  wilds  of  heathenism,  to  gather  materials 
for  the  spiritual  Sion.  To  this  labor  of  benevolence, 
they  find  that  opposition  is  raised.  While  the  world 
around  them  is  generally  looking  on,  with  contemptu- 
ous indifference;  there  are  those  who  manifest  a  de- 
cided hostility.  A  numerous  class,  however,  would 
disclaim  the  character  of  opposers  to  the  missionary 
cause;  though  their  counsels,  if  followed,  would  re- 
tard or  suspend  its  operations.  They  would  advise  to 
measures  which  are  more  in  accordance  with  the 
spirit  of  the  world.  They  would  be  cautious  of  mov- 
ing forward  too  rapidly.     "The  time  is  not  come,"  say 


they,  "the  time  that  the  Lord's  house  should  be  built. 
More  should  be  done  for  ourselves,  before  we  attempt 
great  things  for  the  heathen." 

To  all  this  worldly  wisdom,  we  are  bound  to  reply 
in  the  spirit  of  Neherniah, 

We  are  engaged  in  a  great  work, — and  it  must  not 
be  suspended.  In  considering  these  two  branches  of 
the  text,  I  would  observe; 

I.  The  missionary  cause  is  great;  great  in  its  object, 
in  the  numbers  to  which  its  benefits  are  to  be  extended, 
in  the  difficulties  which  it  must  encounter,  in  the  divine 
influence  which  maybe  expected  to  rest  upon  it,  in  the 
means  which  are  necessary  to  its  success,  in  the  re- 
wards  which  it  offers  to  its  friends  and  supporters. 

1.  It  is  great  in  its  object.  It  aims  at  delivering 
the  heathen  world  from  the  gross  darkness  which 
covers  it;  and  spreading  over  it,  the  splendor  produc- 
ed by  the  pure  light  of  Christianity.  The  fundamen- 
tal principle  from  which  all  the  abominations  of  hea- 
thenism proceed,  is  a  departure  from  the  true  and  liv- 
ing God.  When  a  nation  has  closed  its  eyes  upon  the 
light  of  heaven;  when  it  has  shut  out  from  its  thoughts 
the  Being  who  sustains  the  universe;  when  it  has 
sought  to  find  other  objects  of  its  highest  confidence 
and  adoration;  no  power  of  imagination  can  fathom 
the  depths  of  baseness  and  wretchedness,  to  which  it 
is  liable  to  sink.  It  matters  not,  whether  it  pays  its 
devotions  to  the  host  of  heaven,  or  the  stock  of  a  tree; 
whether  it  sacrifices  to  an  ox,  a  serpent,  or  a  stone. 
They  are  all  infinitely  too  low  to  be  objects  of  trust. 
They  are  alike  degrading,  in  their  influence  upon  their 
worshippers.     As  the  knowledge  of  God  is  the  foun- 


elation  of  all  true  religion;  idolatry  must  be  expected 
to  be  fruitful  in  every  thing  which  is  base  and  grov- 
elling, in  the  human  character.  But  on  this  subject, 
there  is  no  occasion  for  theorizing.  The  record  of 
facts  goes  far  beyond  the  anticipations  of  speculative 
moralists.  The  accounts  of  the  religious  barbarities 
of  the  heathen,  their  impure  and  impious  rites,  their 
authorized  murders,  have  been  poured  in  upon  us, 
till  we  are  ready  to  repel  the  conviction  that  they 
are  realities.  If  we  seemingly  admit  the  facts,  the 
frequency  of  their  occurrence  produces  an  insensibil- 
ity to  their  enormity.  Like  the  horrors  of  the  slave- 
trade  we  have  come  to  consider  them  as  matters  of 
course.  The  darkness  is  so  deep,  and  widely  spread, 
that  a  few  gleams  of  light  engross  our  attention,  and 
even  excite  our  admiration. 

Crimes  which  are  not  of  so  deep  a  die,  as  others 
with  which  they  are  compared,  are,  for  distinction 
sake,  exalted  to  the  rank  of  virtues.  But  where  are 
to  be  found,  among  them,  the  virtues  which  give  a 
title  to  a  place  in  the  heavenly  mansions?  These  hea- 
then, as  well  as  ourselves,  must  die.  They  must  rise, 
and  be  gathered  before  the  throne  of  their  judge. 
When  they  stand  at  his  bar,  will  they  be  acquitted, 
on  the  ground  that  they  had  never  acknowledged  his 
authority?  that  they  had  grown  up  under  a  system  of 
religion  which  knew  not  Jehovah?  In  every  nation, 
4;he  that  feareth  God,  and  icorketh  righteousness,  is  ac- 
cepted with  him."  But  what  is  to  become  of  those 
who  are  filled  with  all  unrighteousness?  ;:\vho  are 
without  excuse,  for  changing  the  glorv  of  the  incor- 
ruptible God,  into  an  image  made  like  to  corruptible 


men?"  To  what  purpose  is  it  to  inquire  whether  there 
may  possibly  be  here  and  there,  a  virtuous  heathen, 
when  the  multitude  are  confessedly  sunk  in  the  depths 
of  corruption.  Will  the  eternal  law  of  righteousness 
be  suspended,  in  favor  of  those  who  have  not  chosen 
to  retain  God  in  their  knowledge?  Will  they  be  tried 
by  the  laws  which  they  have  made  for  themselves,  in 
defiance  of  the  authorty  of  heaven?  Will  the  African 
tribes,  who  wage  war  upon  each  other,  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  obtaining  captives  for  the  slave-ships,  be 
judged  by  the  principles  which  regulate  this  horrible 
traffic?  Will  the  savage  of  the  West  be  justified,  in 
his  vindictive  and  murderous  deeds,  because  revenge 
is  the  law  of  his  nation?  Will  the  Hindoo  mother, 
wh©  casts  off  her  infant,  and  leaves  it  to  perish,  be 
treated  as  guiltless,  because  the  act  is  authorised  by 
the  superstition  of  her  country? 

Upon  what  ground,  are  the  crimes  of  the  heathen 
to  be  pardoned?  Will  their  robes  be  made  white,  by 
the  ablutions  of  the  Ganges?  Will  they  be  prepared 
for  the  holy  society  of  heaven,  by  expiring  under  the 
wheels  of  an  idol's  car?  "Will  the  Lord  be  pleased 
with  thousands  of  rams,  or  with  ten  thousands  of  riv- 
ers of  oil?"  Will  the  human  sacrifices  of  the  hea- 
then, procure  for  them  admittance  to  the  paradise 
above?  "Shall  they  give  their  first-born  for  their 
transgression,  the  fruit  of  their  body,  for  the  sin  of 
their  soul?  There  is  no  other  name  given  under  heav- 
en, whereby  they  can  be  saved,  but  by  Jesus  Christ." 
It  is  through  his  name,  that  missionaries  endeavor  to 
recover  them  from  the  dominion  of  the  prince  of 
darkness.     It  is  through  the  power  of  his  grace,  that , 
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regions  which  have  been  desolate  for  ages,  are  to  be 
converted  into  the  garden  of  God. 

2.  The  missionary  cause  is  great,  when  considered 
in  reference  to  the  numbers,  to  which  its  influence  is 
to  be  extended.  On  how  small  a  portion  of  the  earth, 
has  the  Sun  of  righteousness  yet  risen!  Three  fourths 
of  its  inhabitants,  are  still  covered  with  the  shadow  of 
death.  Year  after  year,  multitudes  from  the  nations, 
and  kindreds,  and  people,  are  passing  to  the  world  of 
retribution,  without  even  the  hope  of  admission  to  the 
new  Jerusalem;  to  the  assembly  of  those  who  sing 
the  praises  of  God  and  the  Lamb. 

The  friends  of  missions,  if  they  regard  the  com- 
mand of  their  Savior,  will  not  rest,  till  they  have  gone 
into  all  the  world,  and  preached  the  Gospel  to  every 
creature.  They  will  not  cease  their  labors,  till  the 
tribes  of  the  wilderness  rejoice  in  his  salvation;  till 
every  island  of  the  sea  has  received  his  law;  "till 
Ethiopia  shall  stretch  out  her  hands  unto  God;"  till 
the  myriads  of  Asia  shall  unite  in  ascriptions  of  praise 
to  the  Redeemer.  Nor  is  one  generation  alone  to  be 
included  in  the  estimate.  The  effects  of  the  preach- 
ing of  Paul,  have  extended  from  that  day  to  the  pre- 
sent. In  consequence  of  the  conversion  of  the  Gen- 
tiles, by  his  labors,  multitudes,  in  each  successive  age, 
have  gone  from  the  earth,  to  unite  with  him,  in  swell- 
ing the  song  of  the  redeemed  in  heaven.  And  if  the 
nations  which  are  now  given  to  idolatry,  should  be 
converted  to  Christianity;  their  children  and  chil- 
dren's children,  to  remote  generations,  would,  in  great 
numbers,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  be  gathered  to 
the  assembly  of  the  blessed. 
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What  accessions  to  the  kingdom  of  glory  may  there 
hereafter  be,  in  consequence  of  the  instructions  of 
those  who  are  now  striving,  in  heathen  lands,  to  make 
known  the  salvation  of  the  cross! 

What  other  pursuit  is  to  be  compared  with  this 
great  enterprize  of  Christian  benevolence?  What  are 
the  triumphs  of  earthly  potentates,  in  comparison 
with  the  sway  which  the  Prince  of  peace  is  extending, 
over  the  hearts  and  lives  of  those  who  receive  his  sal- 
vation? How  far  are  the  most  splendid  commercial  ar- 
rangements exceeded  in  importance,  by  the  plan  which 
proposes  to  carry  the  message  of  divine  mercy,  to 
every  corner  of  the  earth!  What  are  the  sublimest 
discoveries  of  science,  compared  with  the  lustre  of 
that  heavenly  truth,  which  is  dispelling  the  darkness 
that  now  covers  the  nations? 

3.  The  missionary  cause  will  be  seen  to  be  great, 
if  we  consider  the  difficulties  which  lie  in  the  way  of 
its  progress.  To  have  access  to  the  heathen,  in  all 
their  dwelling  places,  oceans  must  be  traversed, 
deserts  must  be  penetrated;  climates  filled  with  dis- 
ease and  death  must  be  visited.  When  the  mission- 
ary arrives  at  his  station,  he  finds  that  a  long  course 
of  preparation  is  necessary,  before  he  can  hope  to  see 
the  fruit  of  his  labors.  The  fallow  ground  must  be 
broken  up,  the  field  must  be  sown,  the  early  and  the 
latter  rain  must  be  received,  before  he  can  put  in  the 
sickle  to  the  harvest.  The  languages  of  the  various 
nations  and  tribes,  must  be  learned.  Into  each  of 
these,  translations  of  the  Scriptures  must  be  made. 
Children  and  adults  must  be  put  to  school,  to  enable 

them  to  read  what  is  then  brought  to  their  hands. 
2 
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But  all  this  is  merely  preparatory  to  the  great  work  of 
conversion.  The  conflict  with  ignorance,  and  super- 
stition, and  depravity,  is  only  commenced.  The  mis- 
sionary, after  having  exposed  himself  to  "perils  in  the 
sea,  perils  in  the  city,  and  perils  in  the  wilderness;" 
after  having  wasted  his  strength,  in  the  work  to  which 
he  is  devoted,  has  occasion  to  mourn  that  so  little 
ground  is  yet  gained  by  his  efforts.  He  finds  that 
while  he  has  been  instrumental,  in  recovering  one  from 
the  kingdom  of  darkness,  thousands  around  him  have 
died  in  their  sins.  A  few  individuals  renounce  their 
idolatry,  while  whole  nations  are  prostrate  before 
their  gods  of  gold,  and  wood,  and  stone.  The  people 
are  bound  down  in  their  superstition,  by  customs 
and  habits  of  thinking,  which  have  been  gathering 
strength  for  ages.  We  may  almost  as  well  think  of 
levelling  the  mountains  of  Asia,  as  hope  to  break 
down  their  casts,  and  proud  distinctions  of  rank, 
which  powerfully  resist  the  humbling  spirit  of  Chris- 
tianity. The  prevalent  systems  of  philosophy,  in  the 
pagan  world,  are  so  blended  with  the  common  busi- 
ness of  life;  so  brought  down  to  the  daily  course  of 
thinking,  and  speaking,  and  acting;  that  to  oppose 
effectually  their  influence,  we  must  change  the  whole 
face  of  society. 

But  there  is  a  more  formidable  enemy  to  be  met, 
than  absurd  and  profane  customs,  corrupt  philosoph- 
ical principles,  and  long  established  forms  of  idolatry. 
The  idolatry  of  the  heart  is  to  be  overcome.  All  the 
external  modes  of  superstition,  are  only  the  outworks 
by  which  this  has  attempted  to  fortify  itself.  The 
worship  of  stocks  and  stones  has  come  down  from 
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generation  to  generation,  because  it  has  ever  found  so 
welcome  a  reception  in  the  human  heart.  When  you 
call  upon  a  man  to  renounce  his  idols,  you  make  a  de- 
mand upon  him,  which  his  strongest  and  most  deter- 
mined affections  are  prepared  to  resist.  You  may  re- 
move his  ignorance.  You  may  eradicate  the  prejudi- 
ces of  his  understanding.  You  may  even  convince 
him,  that  the  system  of  his  religious  tenets  is  a  fabric 
of  the  imagination.  But,  visionary  as  it  is,  he  will 
prefer  it  to  the  realities  of  Christianity.  There  needs 
a  mightier  influence,  than  that  of  instruction  and 
warnings,  arguments  and  intreaties. 

4.  But,  for  the  supernatural  aid  which  the  urgen- 
cy of  the  case  requires,  we  may  confidently  rely  on 
the  promise  of  God.  The  missionary  cause  is  great, 
in  relation  to  the  divine  influence  which  may  be  ex- 
pected to  rest  upon  it.  Our  Savior,  immediately  be- 
fore his  ascension,  said  to  his  disciples,  "All  power  is 
given  unto  me,  in  heaven  and  on  earth.  Go  ye  there- 
fore and  teach  all  nations:  and  lo,  I  am  with  you 
alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world.  All  power 
is  given  unto  me;  go  ye  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations." 
This  is  the  ground  on  which  we  are  warranted  to  be- 
lieve, that  missionary  efforts  will  be  crowned  with  suc- 
cess. Great  as  are  the  obstacles  in  the  way,  Omnip- 
otence can  remove  them.  Terrible  as  is  the  conflict 
with  human  corruption,  Divine  Energy  can  render 
victory  certain. 

When  the  Apostles  entered  upon  the  great  work  of 
carrying  the  Gospel  to  the  heathen,  all  opposing  influ- 
ence gave  way  before  them.  They  triumphed  "over 
principalities  and   powers;    over    the  rulers  of   the 
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darkness  of  this  world;  over  spiritual  wickedness  in 
high  places.''  The  same  almighty  energy  which  car- 
ried them  forward,  in  this  fearful  warfare,  will  sustain 
the  faithful  missionary,  in  these  latter  days,  even  to 
the  end  of  the  world.  In  himself  he  is  weak;  but 
through  the  strength  which  is  from  on  high,  he  is 
mighty  to  the  battle.  When  trembling  before  the 
enemy,  we  may  address  him,  in  the  language  of  the 
prophet,  "Who  art  thou,  that  thou  shouldest  be 
afraid  of  a  man  that  shall  die,  and  forgettest  the 
Lord  thy  maker,  that  hath  stretched  forth  the  heav- 
ens, and  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth?"  He  can 
command  to  silence,  before  the  heralds  of  salvation, 
the  noise  of  the  waves,  and  the  tumult  of  the  people. 
He  can  say  to  pestilence  and  war,  "Touch  not  mine 
anointed,  and  do  my  prophets  no  harm."  He  can  sub- 
due even  that  which  is  farther  from  control,  than 
tempest,  or  pestilence,  or  war;  the  perverse  heart  of 
man. 

The  missionary  may  publish  the  tidings  of  peace 
and  salvation;  but  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  only  can  re- 
move the  veil  that  is  spread  over  the  nations.  His 
servants  may  expose  the  absurdity  of  idolatry;  but  he 
alone  can  cause,  that  "the  gods  which  have  not  made 
the  heavens  and  the  earth,  shall  perish  from  the  earth, 
and  from  under  these  heavens." 

Faithful  missionaries,  like  Paul,  may  be  "chosen 
vessels  to  the  Lord,  to  bear  his  name  before  Gentile 
and  kings."  But  his  Spirit  alone  can  "cause  the  Gen- 
tiles to  see  his  righteousness,  and  all  kings,  his  glory." 
Our  faith,  that  the  missionary  cause  will  finally  tri- 
umph, in  the  conversion  of  the  world,  rests  upon  the 
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predictions  of  his  word.  "I  saw,  in  the  night  visions," 
says  Daniel,  "one  like  the  Son  of  Man,  come  with  the 
clouds  of  heaven;  and  there  was  given  him  dominion, 
and  glory,  and  a  kingdom;  that  all  people,  nations,  and 
languages  should  serve  him.  All  the  ends  of  the 
world,  shall  remember,  and  turn  unto  the  Lord.  All 
the  kindreds  of  the  nations,  shall  worship  before  him. 
The  earth  shall  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord. 
Righteousness  and  praise  shall  spring  forth,  before  all 
nations;  for  the   mouth  of  Jehovah  hath  spoken  it.'5 

5.  The  missionary  cause  is  great,  in  the  system  of 
means  which  are  necessary  to  carry  its  purpose  into 
effect.  Though  the  conversion  of  the  world  must  be 
the  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  yet  it  will  not  be  ac- 
complished, without  human  instrumentality.  The 
moral  kingdom  of  God,  as  well  as  his  government  of 
the  material  world,  is  a  kingdom  of  means.  And  the 
preparation  of  means,  is,  in  most  instances,  propor- 
tioned to  the  importance  and  dignity  of  the  purpose 
to  be  effected.  When  a  world  is  to  be  recovered, 
from  the  desolations  of  ages;  when  six  hundred  mill- 
ions are  to  be  converted  to  Christianity;  how  power- 
ful must  be  the  combination  of  instruments  and  efforts! 

We  are  not  to  suppose,  that  a  nation  is  brought  into 
the  kingdom  of  Christ,  because  we  have  .stationed 
half  a  dozen  missionaries,  in  one  of  its  cities  or  villages; 
as  navigators  claim  for  their  sovereign,  a  newly  dis- 
covered country,  by  landing  on  the  coast,  and  erecting 
a  standard.  While  your  teachers  are  zealous  and 
active,  within  the  little  circle  of  their  labors;  the  vast 
regions  around  them,  are  beyond  the  reach  of  their 
voice.     The  great  mass  of  the  population  may  never 
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have  heard  even  the  name  of  Christianity.  If  there 
are  millions  of  heathen  to  be  converted;  there  must 
be  thousands  of  missionaries  engaged  in  the  work. 
There  must  be  tens  of  thousands  of  schools,  for  the 
instruction  of  children.  There  must  be  numerous 
companies  of  native  teachers,  prepared  to  encounter 
the  peculiar  prejudices  of  their  countrymen.  There 
must  be  schools  of  the  prophets,  missionary  colleges, 
to  furnish  the  minds  of  those  who  are  to  give  instruc- 
tion to  others. 

All  these  measures  require  the  aid  of  pecuniary 
means.  Missionaries  cannot  go  to  the  isles  of  the 
sea,  and  the  tribes  of  the  wilderness,  without  expense. 
And  here,  after  all,  is  to  be  found  the  check,  which, 
at  the  present  day,  is  put  upon  missionary  exer- 
tions. The  fields  are  white  unto  the  harvest.  The 
reapers  stand  ready  to  enter  upon  their  labors:  but 
the  means  of  their  subsistence  are  withheld.  The 
missionaries,  at  their  several  stations,  are  urgent  in 
their  requests,  that  their  hands  may  be  strengthened, 
by  an  increase  of  their  numbers.  All  that  prevents 
an  immediate  compliance  with  their  intreaties,  is  the 
want  of  adequate  funds.  The  providence  of  God  is 
loudly  calling  upon  us,  for  the  establishment  of  mis- 
sions, in  regions  which  have  not  yet  been  visited. 
There  are  many  who  are  waiting  for  an  opportunity 
to  devote  themselves  to  this  service.  But  the  pecun- 
iary aid  is  not  furnished.  The  streams  of  the  public 
bounty,  must  flow  more  copiously  than  they  have 
hitherto  done,  before  the  requisite  supplies  will  be 
obtained. 
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The  present  missionary  efforts,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
are  only  the  commencement  of  a  system  of  operations, 
which  is  to  be  vastly  more  extended  and  efficient. 
We  are  not  to  look  principally  at  the  good  which  may 
be  done,  at  the  insulated  stations,  in  Bombay,  Ceylon, 
and  Owhyhee.  But  these  ought  to  be  considered  as 
preparatory  establishments,  which  are  to  be  greatly 
multiplied,  and  which,  in  connexion  with  the 
measures  of  other  denominations,  and  of  other 
Christian  countries,  are  ultimately  to  be  brought  to 
bear,  with  united  and  powerful  influence,  upon  the 
whole  heathen  world. 

Among  the  great  combination  of  means,  for  sus- 
taining and  advancing  the  missionary  cause,  the  most 
important  place  is  to  be  assigned  to  prayer.  Without 
this,  all  our  measures  will  be  inefficacious.  After  the 
application  of  the  highest  human  skill  and  effort,  the 
blessing  must  come  from  God.  This  will  be  bestowed, 
in  answer  to  prayer.  It  is  prayer  which  opens  the 
hearts  of  the  people,  to  pour  their  gifts  into  the 
treasury  of  the  Lord.  It  is  prayer  which  conducts  in 
safety  the  messenger  of  salvation,  as  he  crosses  the 
perilous  deep.  It  is  prayer  which  preserves  him 
from  the  destroying  pestilence.  It  is  prayer  which 
gives  him  audience  before  princes,  and  aecess  to  the 
hearts  of  the  heathen.  It  is  prayer  that  bursts  the 
gates  of  brass,  and  brings  liberty  to  the  captives;  that 
demolishes  the  fabrics  of  superstition,  which  in  the 
progress  of  ages,  have  grown  up  to  the  heavens. 

6.  The  missionary  cause  is  great,  in  the  rewards 
which  it  bestows,  on  all  who  are  engaged  in  promoting 
it.     "The  blessing  of  him  who  is  ready  to  perish  shall 


come  upon  them.     They  that  turn  many  to  righteous- 
ness, shall  shine  as  the  stars,  forever  and  ever." 

Would  you  invigorate  the  principle  of  grace  in  your 
own  souls,  call  into  exercise  the  benevolence  which 
earnestly  seeks  the  salvation  of  others.  Would  you 
wish  for  the  full  assurance  of  hope,  that  you  are  heirs 
of  the  kingdom  of  God,  let  your  heart,  your  life,  your 
property,  be  devoted  to  the  interests  of  that  kingdom. 
Are  you  anxious  that  your  families  should  be  partakers 
of  the  divine  mercy?  Consider  that  "he  who  soweth 
bountifully,  shall  reap  also  bountifully.  The  righteous 
sheweth  mercy  and  giveth.  He  shall  be  in  everlast- 
ing remembrance.  His  seed  shall  be  blessed  in  the 
earth." 

Are  you  waiting  upon  God,  and  beseeching  him  that 
the  showers  of  his  grace  may  descend  upon  the  re- 
gion around  you?  While  you  call  upon  your  Christian 
friends,  "to  go  up  to  the  house  of  the  Lord,  to  pray  for 
the  peace  of  Jerusalem;"  forget  not  the  heathen,  who 
are  hastening  to  the  world  of  retribution,  while  they 
are  strangers  to  the  hopes  and  consolations  of  the 
Gospel.  Our  prayers  and  our  bounty  for  them,  will  be 
rewarded,  by  a  revival  of  the  power  of  religion  among 
ourselves.  When  have  the  windows  of  heaven  been 
more  frequently  opened,  to  pour  us  out  the  blessing, 
than  since  our  exertions  to  send  to  other  lands,  the 
privileges  which  we  have  so  long  and  so  abundantly 
enjoyed?  And  are  we  to  expect  a  continuance  of  this 
the  richest  of  all  the  bounties  of  heaven  on  our  coun- 
try, if  we  are  regardless  of  the  spiritual  interests  of 
every  other  portion  of  the  globe? 
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But  is  not  the  prospect  of  the  good  which  is  to  be 
brought  to  the  heathen,  by  missionary  efforts,  of  itself 
an  abundant  reward,  for  all  the  sacrifices,  which  we 
may  be  called  upon  to  make  in  their  behalf?     Are  we 
not  compensated,  for  the  portion  of  time  and  money 
which  we  apply  to  this  object,  by  learning  that  the  de- 
voted widow  is  rescued  from  the  funeral   pile?  that 
the  mother  is  restrained  from  abandoning  her   infant 
to  the  tide  of  the  Ganges  or  the  Indus?  that  the  wor- 
shippers   of    Juggernaut,    instead   of    gathering    the 
vultures  to  his  festival,  have  left  him  to  stand  motion*- 
less  in  his  temple?  that  the  western  savage   has   ex- 
changed  his  war-song  for   the  praises  of  Jehovah? 
that  the  cruel   African   has  dropped  his  murderous 
knife,  and  is  sitting  at  the  feet  of  the  man  of  God, 
who  teaches   peace  and  good  will  to  men?  that  the 
islanders   of  the   Pacific,  instead   of  sacrificing  their 
children,  on  the  altars  of  devils,  are  rearing  temples 
for  the  worship  of  him  who  made  heaven,  and  earth; 
and  are  at  this  moment  enjoying  a  brighter  and  more 
unviolated  Sabbath,  than  the  descendants  of  the  pil- 
grims of  New  England? 

Is  it  not  enough,  that  the  Mahommedan,  the  Jew, 
and  the  Pagan;  the  Hindoo,  the  Cherokee,  and  the 
Greenlander,  have  all  been  "made  to  drink  into  one 
spirit;  and  with  the  ransomed  of  the  Lord,  will  soon 
come  to  Mount  Zion,  with  songs  and  everlasting  joy  on 
their  heads?"  Will  your  sacrifices  for  the  salvation 
of  the  heathen  appear  great,  when  you  have  done 
with  the  toils  of  life,  and  are  admitted  to  the  heavenly 
rest;  and  when  you  find,  that  one  and  another  is  com- 
ing, from  the  East  and  the  West,  from  the  North  and 
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the  South,  to  sit  down  with  Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and 
Jacob,  in  the  kingdom  of  the  redeemed?  when,  as  the 
ages  of  your  blessedness  roll  on,  the  tidings  brought 
to  you  from  the  earth  will  be,  that  other  generations 
arc  following  their  fathers,  in  the  way  towards  heav- 
en? when  "mention  shall  be  made  there  of  Babylon, 
and  Philistia,  and  Tyre,  and  Ethiopia;  and  the  Lord 
shall  count,  when  he  writeth  up  the  people,  that  this 
man,  and  that  man  was  born  there?"  and  when  you 
shall  unite  with  "the  multitudes  which  no  man  can 
number,  of  all  nations,  and  kindreds,  and  people,  and 
tongues,  in  ascribing  blessing,  and  honor,  and  glory, 
and  power,  unto  him  that  sitteth  on  the  throne,  and  to 
the  Lamb?" 

II.  In  considering  the  second  branch  of  our  tcxt9 
it  remains  to  be  observed,  that  a  work  so  great,  so 
sublime  in  its  object,  so  essential  to  the  salvation  of 
our  race,  must  not  be  suspended.  It  must  be  carried 
forward,  with  increased  activity,  with  more  abundant 
contribution  of  means,  and  a  far  wider  extension  of  its 
operations.  What  has  been  the  consequence  of  the 
suspension  of  the  missionary  labors  commenced  by  the 
Apostles?  Century  after  century  has  rolled  away,  and 
the  darkness  upon  many  of  the  nations,  has  continued 
as  deep  as  it  was  then.  And  if  there  should  be  no 
greater  efforts  for  their  deliverance,  than  have  been 
hitherto  made;  they  would  remain  in  darkness,  till  the 
voice  of  the  archangel  should  call  them  to  the  judg- 
ment. All  that  has  yet  been  attempted,  for  the  con- 
version of  the  heathen,  is  as  nothing,  in  comparison 
with  what  ought  to  be  done,  and  what  must  be  done, 
before  the  work  will  be  accomplished.     The  battle 
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with  the  powers  of  darkness  is  yet  to  be  fought.  In- 
stead of  having  occasion  to  boast  ourselves,  in  putting 
off  the  harness;  we  have  not  even  put  it  on.  We 
have  sent  out  a  handful  of  men,  for  the  conquest  of 
India;  four  or  five  families,  to  subdue  sixty  millions  of 
people.  They  may  do  much,  in  reconnoitering  the 
strong  holds  of  the  enemy.  But  the  forces  which  are 
to  march  to  the  conflict,  are  yet  to  be  raised.  There 
must  be  an  army  of  missionaries  sent  into  the  field; 
and  maintained  there,  till  the  victory  is  gained.  There 
must  be  an  extensive  combination  of  measures;  a  sys- 
tematicarrangeraent  of  plans,embracing  distant  regions 
of  the  earth,  and  adapted  to  a  long  course  of  years. 
The  scheme  of  operations  will  undoubtedly  be  en- 
larged, in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  pecuniary  sup- 
plies. A  deficiency  in  this  respect,  Is  the  only  consid- 
eration, which  at  present  prevents  the  multiplication 
of  missionary  stations.  And  are  weMo  rest  satisfied 
with  having  furnished  the  means  which  were  neces- 
sary,  for  a  few  preparatory  measures;  while  the  most 
important  parts  of  the  enterprise  remain  still  to  be 
executed?  Do  we  think  it  sufficient,  that  here  and 
there  one  has  been  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
true  God;  while  whole  nations  are  left  in  profound 
ignorance  of  his  name?  Is  their  eternal  salvation  of  so 
little  moment,  that  we  can  consent  to  relinquish  the 
hopes  of  it;  rather  than  allow  any  farther  demands 
to  be  made  upon  our  pecuniary  resources?  When  we 
meet  them  at  the  judgment,  will  it  remove  all  painful 
emotions  from  our  minds,  to  reflect  that  it  was  out  of 
©ur  power  to  send  them  the  light  of  revelation,  with- 
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out  deriving  ourselves  some  of  the  accommodations  and 
elegancies  of  life? 

The  work  of  spreading  the  Gospel  will  never  be 
suspended,  from  the  inability  of  Christians  to  contrib- 
ute the  requisite  supplies.  If  there  is  a  willing  mind, 
on  the  part  of  all  who  profess  their  belief  in  the 
Scriptures,  the  treasury  of  the  Lord  will  be  speedily 
filled.  With  what  readiness  do  the  millions  flow  into 
the  public  coffers,  when  a  war  is  undertaken,  for  the 
defence  of  our  country,  or  our  national  character. 
The  contributions  to  missionary  purposes  are  but  as 
the  dust  of  the  balance,  compared  with  the  expenses 
of  a  campaign.  So  much  more  heartily  do  we  engage 
in  the  work  of  destroying  our  fellow  men,  than  in 
bringing  them  to  the  light  of  salvation. 

The  burden  of  supporting  missionaries  will  be  tri- 
fling, if  it  be  distributed  in  due  proportion,  among  all 
who  are  able  to  bear  a  part  of  it.  It  is  the  num- 
ber, rather  than  the  greatness  of  the  sums  collected, 
that  swells  the  amount  of  the  whole.  The  drops 
which  descend  from  the  clouds,  form  the  rivers  with 
which  the  ocean  is  filled.  All  that  is  necessary  for 
supplying  the  treasuries  of  missionary  societies,  is  an 
influence  which  will  bring  the  subject  home  to  every 
man  in  the  community  who  has  a  heart  to  feel  for  the 
perishing  heathen.  This  is  a  point  upon  which,  with 
divine  aid,  the  success  of  the  whole  undertaking  de- 
pends. There  is  no  ground  of  apprehension,  that  the 
work  will  be  suspended,  by  the  remissness  of  the  mis- 
sionaries abroad.  The  danger  lies  with  us,  who  have 
so  important  a  part  to  perform  at  home.  We  are  too 
ready  to  feel,  that  the  great  efforts  and  sacrifices  are 
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to  be  made  by  those  who  are  consecrated  to  the  ser- 
vice. We  are  perhaps  congratulating  ourselves,  that 
we  are  not  called  to  the  field  of  battle.  We  are  per- 
mitted to  remain  in  quiet,  by  our  own  firesides.  The 
warfare  belongs  to  those  to  whom  Providence  has 
pointed  it  out,  as  their  appropriate  occupation.  And 
shall  we  abandon  them  to  the  hazardous  conflict,  un- 
sustained  by  the  necessary  increase  of  their  numbers? 
They  have  made  a  voluntary  sacrifice  of  all  the  grat- 
ifications which  we  so  fondly  cherish.  They  have 
broken  away,  from  the  endearments  of  kindred  and 
friends.  They  have  gone  to  the  ends  of  the  earth; 
not  in  pursuit  of  power  or  fame;  not  to  return,  w7ith 
the  treasures  of  the  Indies,  and  spend  the  remainder 
of  life  in  affluence  and  ease;  but,  after  unceasing 
toil  and  self-denial,  to  die  in  distant  lands,  and  leave 
their  destitute  widows  and  children  to  the  protection 
of  strangers  and  savages. 

And  do  we  hear  them  complain  of  their  hardships? 
Far  less  than  many  of  those,  who,  in  this  land  of  lux- 
uries and  refinements,  are  now  and  then  called  upon, 
to  contribute  a  trifle  for  the  support  of  missions. 
Why  this  difference?  Do  not  the  heathen  stand  in  the 
same  relation  to  us,  as  they  do  to  the  missionaries? 
Are  we  under  less  obligations,  to  express  in  acts  of 
beneficence,  our  gratitude  for  redeeming  mercy?  Are 
ive  exempted  from  the  injunction,  to  seek  the  salva- 
tion of  others?  Have  we  a  dispensation  from  sharing 
in  the  trials  and  privations,  which  are  necessary  to  the 
attainment  of  the  object?  While  our  brethren  are 
gone  to  an  arduous  service  abroad,  we  are  bound  to 
sustain  their  efforts,  by  strenuous  exertions  at  home. 
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It  is  not  enough,  that  we  contribute  of  our  substance 
merely.  We  are  called  upon  to  exert  our  influence, 
to  bring  up  the  public  mind  to  a  just  apprehension  of 
the  magnitude  of  the  missionary  cause.  By  instruc- 
tion, by  example,  by  exciting  inquiry,  we  must  endea- 
vor to  correct  the  inadequate  views  of  the  subject, 
■which  at  present  prevail. 

We  must  not  suffer  the  missionarv  operations  to  be 
suspended,  on  account  of  the  multiplicity  of  our  en- 
gagements, in  the  business  of  life. 

We  are  doing  a  great  work.  Why  should  we  leave 
it,  and  come  down,  at  the  call  of  the  men  of  the 
world?  Are  we  to  be  so  dazzled,  with  the  splendors  of 
opulence,  as  to  turn  off  our  thoughts,  from  the  treas- 
ures which  are  laid  up  in  heaven,  for  all  the  kindreds 
of  the  nations,  who  shall  be  rescued  from  the  domin- 
ion of  sin?  Shall  the  bustle  of  commerce  delay  our 
purpose  to  send  the  tidings  of  peace,  to  the  shores 
where  the  prince  of  darkness  holds  his  deadly  sway? 
Are  we  to  be  diverted  from  our  plans  of  benevolence, 
bv  the  researches  of  science,  or  the  fascinations  of 
literature?  Shall  we  postpone  a  compliance  with  the 
command  of  Christ,till  our  favorite  schemes  of  business 
and  ambition  are  executed?  A  future  opportunity  of 
resuming  our  charitable  designs,  may  never  be  allowed 
us.  We  may  be  much  nearer  the  end  of  our  earthly 
labors,  than  we  are  ready  to  suspect.  He  who  was 
to  have  spoken  here,  at  this  time,*  has  now  gone  to 
his  rest.  Whatever  he  was  to  do,  for  the  salvation  of 
the  heathen,  is  already  done.  The  revered  servant 
of  God,  also,  who  has  presided  in  this  Board,  from  its 

*  Rev.  Zephaniah  Swift  Moore,  President  of  the  Collegiate  Institution  at  Amherst, 
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first  formation,*  and  who  watched  over  its  concerns, 
with  a  deep  and  increasing  interest,  has  lately  depart- 
ed, in  a  good  old  age.  We  trust  they  now  know  what 
it  is,  to  pass  from  a  world  like  this,  to  a  state  of  holi- 
ness and  blessedness  without  end.  They  estimate 
truly,  the  worth  of  that  redemption  which  we  are 
commanded  to  offer  to  the  heathen.  Do  they  look 
back  with  regret,  upon  the  earnestness  of  their  en- 
deavors to  forward  the  missionary  cause?  Do  they 
feel  that  they  have  done  too  much,  to  spread  the 
knowledge  of  that  Savior,  in  whose  presence,  they 
find  fulness  of  joy?  Could  they  communicate  their 
views  to  us,  would  they  caution  us  against  the  danger 
of  intemperate  zeal,  in  missionary  plans  and  labors? 
Would  they  not  rather  say  to  us,  "Awake  from  your 
slumbers.  Cease  your  excuses  and  delays.  Hasten 
your  preparations,  to  send  the  offers  of  life  to  the 
heathen.  They  are  dying,  as  well  as  yourselves.  If 
the  mercy  of  the  Gospel  does  not  reach  them  soon, 
they  are  lost  for  ever." 
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